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Message from the

Community closures is a really serious issue. If the
State Government closes our remote communities
it’s going to have long-term impacts on our
people. We don’t want to be kicked off our country
again. We know moving us off our land doesn’t
work. Where would we go”? Towns are already
overcrowded. There’s lots of uncertainty.

Dirty tricks

The KLC has been working to get some answers
out of the government but they are refusing

to give us any information. This makes it really
hard for us because we have solutions and we
want the government to engage with us. But the
State Government is playing dirty tricks. It has
come under lots of pressure for wanting to close
communities — people have been protesting and
criticising the government. Closing communities
is supposed to be about economics — providing
power and water — but the government is trying to
make it about child abuse and child safety.

The Premier, Colin Barnett, is saying our children
are not safe in communities to try and justify closing
them. We know this is not true. He'’s using child
safety as an excuse because he has no plan. We
need to stay strong and make sure the government
doesn’t get away with this. It’s trying to tarnish all
of us with the same brush. Child safety is important
but has nothing to do with funding cuts and closing
our communities.
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Regional approach

The government is trying to pick off our
communities one by one. It is trying to divide and
conquer. We need to take a regional approach, so
we are stronger. We need to work through the KLC
because it represents all of us and can help us to
fight the government.

People need to be cautious of government
ministers and representatives coming to visit our
communities. They are coming in asking lots of
questions but giving us no information about

the closures. We don’t want to give them any
information because they might use it against

us. We also don’t want government visits to our
communities to count as consultation. We want
real engagement and proper discussion. The
government needs to stop talking about us and
start talking with us. If government ministers come
into your community, tell them to go and meet with
the KLC because it is our representative body and
there to support us.

Standing together

At the KLC we are looking at all options to fight
community closures and we will need your support,
so we can show the government that Kimberley
mob all stand together. There will be more protests
in our communities and if you can, it would be great
if you could all join in to send a clear message to
the government that closing remote communities in
the Kimberley is not an option.
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